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Assignment 1 --Video Reflection Dialect
	The video presents insightful information and a description of the concept of dialects, and it makes it easier to understand what dialects are and the way that they affect our communication. From the video, dialects can be explained as a specific form of language which is unique or peculiar to a particular social group or region. English is one of the most widely spoken languages across the world; however, there are many dialects that exist; for instance, the English dialect for Britain is different from the dialect of English used in the United States of America (McDonald &Oetting, 2019). According to the video, different dialects of a similar language might even have different grammatical rules. A country such as the United States which has a diverse population has a lot of dialects, for instance, an illustration is provided where different states across the United States of America refer to soft drinks using different terms such as “soda,” “pop,” and “coke.” Understanding the different dialects and the way that they are used, it is easier to determine the place where the speaker comes from or the social class that the speaker belongs to. 
	Through the information on the video, it is possible to differentiate between language and dialect. It is indicated that they exist as separate concepts. Language is the structured system that is used for communication, while dialect is a form of a language that has specific characteristics. From the video, it is stated that people can speak the same language but fail to understand one another because of the existence of different dialects. In English dialects, speakers from different dialects might use similar words to mean different things, and this presents a challenge when communicating (English Dialects in the US, 2020). This happens when the dialects are defined by the regional speech patterns, for example, when the speakers of the language come from different continents, some of the words that they use could mean different things to the other person. From the video, it is also clear that dialect can be associated with people from a particular social class. People who belong to the same social class adopt a dialect that will make it easier for them to understand one another. People who belong to different social classes can tell the difference in the dialect that is being used and determine the social class which an individual belongs to. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]	As a speaker of the English language, I use a dialect that is native to my region. I can clearly understand the people who live in my area and I have a precise understanding of the terms which are used to refer to specific things. There are some terms which are used unconventionally, they form part of the dialect I use and I can clearly understand the way these terms are used and the different references made. As a young person, there is also a dialect that I use when speaking with peers. This dialect helps me identify with my social class as a youth. Dialects make communication more efficient as it is easier for people to understand one another when using similar dialects. As a listener, I also have experience with the use of dialects. Being an English speaker, one of the most widely spoken languages across the world, I have met with people speaking the language from different regions across the world. In some rare cases, I have had challenges understanding the way that people who use different dialects apply meaning to different terms. 
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